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Request    of     the    INHABITANTS 

O  F    T  H  E 

Town    of     B  O  S  T  O  N  : 

T  O 

Commemorate  the  Bloody  TRAGEDY 

o  F    T  H  E 

FIFTH     OF     MARCH     1770. 

B  Y 

The     Honorable     JOHN    HANCOCK,    Esc^; 


Vendidit  hie  auro  patriam,  dominuraque  potentem 
Impofuit  :  fixit  leges  pretio  atque  refixit. 
Non,  raihi  fi  linguae  centum  fint,  oraque  centum, 
Ferrea  vox,  omnes   feelerum   comprendere  foimas, 
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meting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
I  nof  BOSTON,  duly  qffembled  at  Fancuil-Hall,  and  from 

theiKe  ^djounid  to  the  Old-South-Meeting-Houfe,  on  Saturday 
y     the  Fifth  of  March,  Anno  Domini,  1774. 

*  'T  "TPON  a  Motion  made.  Voted  Unammoujly^  That  the  Thanks  of 
V^  the  Town  be  and  hereby  are  given  to  the  Honorabi^  John 
Hancock,  Efq;  for  the  elegant  zndifpirited  Ok  at  lo-^  delivered  by 
him  at  their  Retjueft,  in  Commemoration  of  the  horrid  Massacre 
perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  by  a  Party 
of  Soldiers  of  the  XXlXth  Regiment,  under  the  Command  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Prefton,  and  that 

Mr.  Samuel  ^damif 

Dr.  Jo/ej}h  Warren, 

William  Phillips,  Efq;  -  t  I  ^ 

Dr.  Benjamin  Church,    ■     ^0  ^-J 

John  yfdams,  Efq; 

Mr.  Williafn  MoUneaux,  and 

Saynuel  P  ember  ton,  Efq; 
Be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Hancock,  and,  in  the  Name  of 
the  Town,  defire  a  Copy  of  the  ORATION  for  the  Prefs. 

^tteji,  William  Cooper,  Town-ClerK 

Gentlemen, 

THE  unanimous  Rcqueft  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  conflrains 
me,  againft  my  private  Inclination,   to  yield  to  a  Publication 
of  this  Performance. 

J  am,  luith  the  utmojl  Re/pe^j 
Gentlemen, 

Tour  mofl  obliged,  and 

Mo/l  obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOHN    HANCOCKU 

Tiofton,  March  ^ih,   1774. 
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A  N 


ORATION. 


Men,  Brethren,  Fathers  and  Fellow  Countrymen  ! 

THE  attentive  gravity,  the  venerable  appearance  of .  this 
crouded  audience,  the  dignity  which  I  behold  in  the 
countenances  of  fo  many  in  this  great  AlTembly,  the 
folemnity  of  the  occafion  upon  which  we  have  met 
together,  joh'd  to  a  confideration  of  the  part  I  am  to  take  in  the 
important  bufinefs  of  this  day,  fill  me  with  an  awe  hitherto  un- 
known ;  and  heighten  the  fenfc  which  I  have  ever  had,  of  my  un- 
worthinefs  to  fill  this  facred  dcfk  ;  but,  allur'd  by  the  call  of  fame 
of  my  refpefted  fellow- citizen 3,  with  whofe  requeft  it  is  always  my 
grcateft  pleafure  to  comply,  I  almofl  forgot  my  want  of  ability  to 
perform  what  they  required.  In  this  fituation,  I  find  my  only  fup- 
pcrt,  in  afTuring  myfelf  that  a  generous  people  will  not  feverely 
cenfure  what  they  know  was  well  intended,  though  it's  want  of 

merit, 
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fnerit,  ihould  pf event  their  being  able  to  applaud  it.  And  I  pray, 
th^t  my  fincere  attachment  to  the  intereft  of  my  country,  and  hearty 
deteftation  of  every  dcfiga  formed  againft  her  liberties,  may  be  ad- 
mitted as  fome  apology  for  my  appearance  in  this  place. 

I  HAVE  always  from  my  earlieft  youthirejoiccd  in  the  felicity  of 
my  Fellow-men,  and  have  ever  confider'd  it  as  the  indifpendblc 
duty  of  every  member  of  fociety  to  promote,  as  far  as  in  him  lies, 
*^^the  profperity  of  every  individual,  but  more  efpecially  of  the  com- 
munity to  which  he  belongs  ;  and  alfo,  as  a  faithful  fubjeft  of  the 
ftate,  to  ufe  his  utmofl:  endeavours  to  deted,  and  having  dete^ed, 
llrenuoufly  to  oppofe  every  traiterous  plot  which  its  enemies  may 
devife  for  its  deflruftion.  Security  to  the  perfons  and  properties  of 
ihc  governed,  is  fo  obvioufly  the  dcfign  and  end  of  civil  govern- 
ment, that  to  attempt  a  logical  proof  of  it,  would  be  like  burning 
tapers  at  noon-day,  to  afTift  the  fun  in  enlightening  the  world  ;  and 
it  cannot  be  either  virtuous  or  honorable,  to  attempt  to  fupport  a 
government,  of  which  this  is  not  the  great  and  principal  bafis  ;  and- 
ii  is  to  the  laft  degree  vicious  and  infamous  to  attempt  to  fupport  a 
government  which  manifeftly  tends  to  render  the  perfons  and  pro- 
perties of  the  governed  infccure.  Some  boaft  of  b».ing  friends  to 
government  ;  I  am  a  friend  to  righteous  government,  to  a  govern- 
ment founded  upon  the  principles  of  reafjn  and  juftice  ;  but  I  glory 
in  publiclcly  avowing  my  eternal  enmity  to  tyranny.  Is  the  prefent 
fyi\c:n  which  the  Britiih  adminiflration  have  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colonics,  a  righteous  government  ?  Or  is  it  tyranny  ? — 
'  Here  fuiFcr  me  to  afk  (and  would  to  Keavcn    there   could  be  an 

anfwcp 
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a^fwcr)  What  tcndernefs  ?  What  regard,  refpciJl  or  confideration 
has  Great-Britain  fliewn  in  their  late  tranfa^lions  for  the  fegurlty  of 
the  perfons  or  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  ?  or 
rather,  What  have  they  omitted  doing  to  deftroy  that  fecurity  ? 
They  have  declared  that  they  have,  ever  had,  and  of  right  ought  ever 
to  have,  full  power  to  make  laws  of  fufficient  validity  to  bind  the 
colonies  in  all  cafes  whatever  :  They  have  exerclfed  this  pretended 
right  by  impofing  a  tax  upon  us  without  our  confent ;  and  left  we 
fliould  fhew  fome  reluftance  at  parting  with  our  property,  her  fleets 
and  armies  are  fent  to  enforce  their  mad  pretenfions.  The  town 
of  Bofton,  ever  faithful  to  the  Bricifli  Grown,  has  been  inverted  by 
a  Britifh  fleet ;  The  troops  of  George  the  Third  have  crofs'd  the 
wide  atlaniick,  not  to  engage  an  enemy,  but  to  aflift  a  band  of 
Traitors  in  trampling  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  moft 
loyal  fubje^ls  in  America, — thofe  rights  and  liberties  which  as  a 
father  he  ought  ever  to  regard,  and  as  a  King  he  is  bound  in  honour 
to  defend  from  violations,  even  at  the  rifque  of  his  own  life. 

Let  not  the  hiftory  of  the  illudrlous  houfe  of  Brunfvvick  inferm 
pofterity,  that  a  King  defcendcd  from  that  glorious  monarch  George 
the  fecond,  once  fent  his  Britifli  fubje6ls  to  conquer  and  enflavc  his 
^fubjefts  in  Ainerica  ;  but  be  perpetual  infamy  entall'd  upon  that 
villain  who  dared  to  advife  his  Mafler  to  fuch  execrable  meafures  ; 
for  it  was  cafy  to  f orefee  the  confequences  which  fo  naturally  fol- 
lowed upon  fending  troops  into  America,  to  enforce  obcdiense  to 
a6ls  of  the  Britifli  parliament,  which  neither  God  nor  man  iCver 
empowered  them  to  make,    It  was  reafonable  to  expcdt  that  troops 

ivho 
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who  knew  jiHe  errand  they  were  ferit  upon,  would  treat  the  pco^ 
whom  they  were  to  fubjugate,  with  a  cruelty  and  haughtinefs,  which 
too  often  buries  tHe  honorable  character  of  a  yoM(?r,  in  thedifgracc 
ful  pame  of  an  «n/^^/i»^r«^j«.  The  troops  upon  their  firft  arri- 
val took  poffcflion  of  our  Senate  Houfe,  and  pointed  their  cannon 
;  againft  the  Jiidgmtnt-hall,  and  even  continued  them  there  whilft  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  for  this  Province  was  adlually  fitting 
to  decide  u|)on  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  King's   fubjefts.— 

■  Our  flreets  nightly  refounded  with  the  noife  of  riot  and  debauchery; 
'  biir'peaceful  citizens  were  hourly  expofed  to  fliameful   infults,    and 

often  fell  the  effects  of  their  violence  ahd  outrage.     But  this  was 
not  all  :  hs  though  they  thought  it  not  enough  to  violate  our  civil 
(  Rights,  they  endeavoured  to  deprive  us  of  the  enjoyment   of  our 
religious   privileges,    to  viciate  our  morals,  and  thereby  render  us  de- 
ferving  of  deftruftion.     Hence  the  rude  din  of  arms  which  broke 
in  upon  your  folemn  devotions  in  your  temples,  on  that  day  hallow- 
ed by  Heaven,  and  fct  apart  by  G®d  }iimfelf  foT  his  peculiar  wor- 
ship.    Hence,  impious  oaths  and,  bl,a(phemies  fo  often  tortur'd  your 
>    unaccuflomed  ear.     Hence,  all,  the  arts  which   idlenefs  and  luxury 
■^    could  invent,  were  ufed,  to  betray  our  youth  of  one  fex  into  extra- 
vagance and  effeminacy,  and  of  the  other  to  infamy  and  ruin  ;  and 
.^id  they  not  fucceed  but  top  well  ?  Did  not  a  reverence   for   reli» 
j   .j>ion>f<nfibly  decay  ?  Did  not  ©ur  infants  almoft:   learn  to  lifp  oiit 
I    CiWjTcs    befors  they  knew  their  horrid  import  ?  Did  not  our  youth 
!  i1^''g€'^!^'i?y  were  Americans,  and  regardlefs  of  the  admonitions  of 
I  t4^f^  ^'^  *tid  aged,  fervilcly  copy  from  their  tyrants  thofe  vices  which 
I     dually  nuifl  overthrow  the  empire  of  Great-Britain  ?  And  rauft  I  be 

■  ^  _    __  compelled 


An     O    R    A    T    I    O    N.  9 

compelled  to  acknowledge,  that  even  the  nobleft/alreft  part  of  all  the 
lower, creation  did  cot  entirely  efcape  thecurfed  fnare  ?  When  virtue 
has  once  ereded  her  throne  within  the  female  breafl:,  it  is  upon  To 
folid  a  bafis  that  nothing  is  able  to  expel  the  heavenly  inhabitant. 
But  have^there  not  been  fome,  few  indeed,  I  hope,  whofe  youth 
and  inexperience  have  render'd  them  a  prey  to  wretches,  whom 
Bpon  the  leaft  refle(flion,  they  would  have  defplfed  and  hated  as 
foes  to  God  and  their  country  ?  I  fear  there  have  been  fome  fuch 
unhappy  inftances ;  or  why  have  I  feen  an  honeft  father  cloathed 
with  fliame  I  or  why  a  virtuous  mother  drowi^ed  in  tears  ? 

But  I  forbear,  and  come  reluctantly  to  the  tranfa(5lions  of  that 
difmal  night,  when  in  fuch  quick  fucceffion  we  felt  the  extremes  of 
grief,  aftonlfhment  and  rage  ;  when  Heaven  in  anger,  for  a  dread- 
ful moment,  fuffered  hell  to  take  the  reins  ;  when  Satan  with  his 
cHofen  band  opened  the  fluices  of  New-England's  blood,  and  facri- 
legioufly  polluted  our  land  with  the  dead  bodies  of  her  guiitlefs  fons. 
Let  this  fad  tale  of  death  never  be  told  without  a  tear  ;  let  not  the 
heaving  bofom  ceafe  to  burn  with  a  manly  indignation  at  the  barba- 
rous ftory,  through  the  long  trafls  of  future  time  :  Let  every  parent 
tell  the  fhameful  (lory  to  his  liftening  children  'till  tears  of  pity 
gliften  in  their  eyes,  and  boiling  paffion  fhakef  their  tender  frames; 
and  whilfl:  the  anniverfary  of  that  ill-fated  night  is  kept  a  jubille  in 
the  grim  court  of  pandasmonium,  let  all  America  join  in  one  com- 
mon prayer  to  Heaven,  that,  the  inhuman,  unprovok'd  murders  of 
the  Fifth  of  March  1770,  planned  by  Hilliborough,  and  a  knot  of 
treacherous  knaves  in  Bofton,  and   executed  by   the  cruel  hand  of 

B  Prcfton 
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Prefton  and  his  fanguinary  coadjutors,  may  ever  ftand  on  hiftory 
without  a  parallel.  But  what,  my  countrymen,  with-held  the  ready 
arm  of  vengeance  from  executing  inftant  juftice  on  the  vile  aiTafTins  ? 
Perhaps  you  fear'd  promifcuous  carnage  might  enfue,  and  that  the 
innocent  might  fhare  the  fate  of  thofe  who  had  perform  ed»  the  in- 
fernal deed.  But  were  not  all  guilty  ?  Were  you  not  too  ten- 
der of  the  lives  of  thofe  who  came  to  fix  a  yoke  on  your 
necks  ?  But  I  muft  not  too  fcvcrely  blame  a  fault,  which  great 
fouls  only  can  commit.  May  that  magnificerfce  of  fpirit  which 
fcorns  the  low  purfuhs  of  malice,  may  that  generous  compaf- 
fion  which  often  preferves  from  ruin,  even  a  guilty  villain,  fore- 
ver actuate  the  noble  bofoms  of  Americans  ! But   let  not  the 

mifcreant  hoft  vainly  imagine  that  we  fear'd  their  arms.  No  ; 
them  we  defpis'd  ;  we  dread  nothing  but  flavery.  Death  is  the 
creature  of  a  Poltroon's  brains  :  'tis  immortality,  to  facrifice  our- 
felves  for  the  falvation  of  our  country.  We  fear  not  death.  That 
gloomy  night,  the  pale  fac'd  moon,  and  the  affrighted  ftars  that 

hurried  through  the  fky,  can  witnefs  that  we  fear  not  death. 

Our  hearts,  which  at  the  recolleftion  glow  with   a  rage   that   four 
revolving  years  have  fcarcely  taught  us  to  reftrain,  can  witnefs   that 
we  fear  not  death  ;  and  happy  'tis  for  thofe  who  dared  to  infult  us, 
that  their  naked  bones  are  not  now  piled  up  an    everlafting   monu- 
ment of  Maffachufett's  bravery.     But  they  retir'd,  they  fled,  and  in 
that  flight  they  found  their  only  fafety.      We   then   expefted    that 
the  hand  of  publick  juftice  would  foon  iiifli<5l  that  punifliment  upon 
the  murderers,  which  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  they  had  incur- 
red.    But  let  the  unblafs'd  pen  of  a  Robertfon,  or  perhaps  of  feme 

equally 


AnORATION.  II 

equally  fatn'd  American,  condu£l  this  trial  before  the  great  tribunal 
of  fuccecding  generations.  And  though  the  murderers  may  efcape 
the  juft  refentment  of  an  enraged  people,  though  drowfy  jufticc 
intoxicated  by  the  poifonous  draught  prepared  for  her  cup,  ftill 
nods  upon  her  rotten  feat,  yet  be  affared,  fuch  complicated  crimes 
will  meet  their  due  reward.  Tell  me,  ye  bloody  butchers,  ye  vil- 
lians  high  and  low,  ye  wretches  who  contrived,  as  well  as  you  who 
executed  the  inhuman  deed,  do  you  not  feel  the  goads  and  ftings 
of  confcious  gilt  pierce  through  your  favage  bofoms  ?  Though 
fome  of  you  may  think  yourfelves  exalted  to  a  heighth  that  bids 
defiance  to  the  arms  of  human  juftice,  and  others  flirowd  your- 
felves beneath  the  mafk  of  hypocrify,  and  build  your  hopes  of  fafe- 
ty  on  the  low  arts  of  cunning,  chicanery  and  fallhood  ;  yet,  do 
you  not  fometimes  feel  the  gnawings  of  that  worm  which  never 
dies  ?  Do  not  the  injured  fliades,.  of  Maverick,  Grajy  Caldvjellt 
jittucks  and  Carr,  attend  you  in  your  folitary  walks,  arrefl: 
you  even  in  the  midft  of  your  debaucheries,  and  fill  even  your 
dreams  with  terror  ?  But  if  the  unappeafed  mants  of  the  dead 
Ihould  not  difturb  their  murderers,  yet  furely  even  your  obdurate 
hearts  muft  fhrink,  and  your  guilty  blood  muft  chill  within  your 
rigid  veins,  when  you  behold  the  miferable  Monk,  tbe  wretched 
viftim  of  your  favag^e  cruelty.  Obferve  his  tottering  knees  which 
fcarce  fuftain  his  wafted  body,  look  on  his  haggard  eyes,  mark  well 
the  deathlike  palencfs  on  his  fallen  cheek,  and  tell  me,  does 
not  the  fight  plant  daggers  in  your  fouls  ?  Unhappy  Monk  !  Cut 
off  in  the  gay  morn  of  manhood  from  all  the  joys  which  fweeten 
life,  doora'd  to  drag  on  a  pitiful  exifteiice  wiihoiu   even  a  hope  to 

ta.fte 
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tafte  the  pleafures  of  returning  health  !  Yet  Monk,  thou  lived  not 
in  vain  ;  thou  liveft  a  warning  to  thy  country  which  fympathifes 
with  thee  in  thy  fufferings  ;  thou  liveft  an  affe^ing,  an  alarming 
inftance  of  the  unbounded  violence  which  luft  of  power,  afliftcd 
by  a  ftanding  army,  can  lead  a  traitor  to  commit. 

For  us  he  bled,  and  now  langulfties.  The  wounds  by  which  he 
is  tortur'd  to  a  lingering  death  were  aim'd  at  our  country  !  furely 
the  meek-eyed  charity  can  never  behold  fueh  fufferings  with  indif- 
ference. Nor  can  her  lenient  hand  forbear  to  pour  oil  and  wine 
into  thefe  wounds ;  and  to  affuage  at  leaft,  what  it  cannot  heal. 

Patriotism  is  ever  united  with  humanity  and  compafHon. 
This  noble  affection  which  impels  us  to  facrifice  every  thing  dear, 
even  life  irfelf,  to  our  country,  involves  in  it  a  common  fympathy 
and  tendernefs  for  every  citizen,  and  muft  ever  have  a  particular 
feeling  for  one  who  fuffers  in  a  public  caufe.  Thoroughly  perfua- 
ded  of  this,  I  need  not  add  a  word  to  engage  your  compafHon  and 
bounty  towards  a  fellow  citizen,  who  with  long  protracted  anguifh 
falls  a  victim  to  'the  relentlefs  rage  of  our  common  enemies. 

Ye  dark  defigning  knaves,  ye  murderers,  paricides  !  how  dare 
you  tread  upon  the  earth,  which  has  draakin  the  blood  of  flaughtercd 
innocents  llied  by  your  wicked  hands  ?  How  dare  you  breathe  that 
air  which  wafted  to  the  e?r  of  Heaven  the  groans  of  thofe  who  fell 
a  facrifice   to  your  accurfed  ambition  f  But  if   the  labouring  earth 

doth 
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doth  not  expand  her  jaws,  if  the  air  you  breathe  is  not  commlflioned 
to  be  the  minifter  of  death  ;  yet,  hear  it,  and  tremble  !  the  eye  of 
Heaven  penetrates  the  darkeft  chambers  of  the  foul,  traces  the 
leading  clue  through  all  the  labyrinths  which  your  indudrious  folly 
has  devifed  ;  and  you,  however  you  may  have  fcreen'd  yourfelves 
from  human  eyes,  muft  be  arraigned,mufl:  lift  your  hands,  red  with 
the  blood  of  thofe  whofe  death  you  have  procur'd,  at  the  tremen- 
dous bar  of  God. 

But  I  gladly  quit  the  gloomy  theme  of  death,. and  leave  you  to 
improve  the  thought  of  that  important  day,  when  our  naked  fouls 
muft  ftand  before  that  Being,  from  whom  nothing  can  be  hid. — 
I  would  not  dwell  too  long  upon  the  horrid  effefts  which  have 
already  followed  from  quartering  regular  troops  in  this  town  ;  let 
our  misfortunes  teach  pofterity  to  guard  againft  fuch  evils  for  the 
future.     Standing  armies  are  fometimes,  (I  would  by  no  means  fay 

!  generally,  much  lefs  univerfally)  compofed  of  pcrfons  f^'ho  have 
rendered  themfelves  unfit  to  live  in  civil  focieiy  ;  who  have  rto 
other  motives  of  conduct  than  thofe  which  a  defire  of  the  prefent 
gratification  of  their  pafTions  fuggefts ;  who  have  no  property  in  any 
~  country  ; — Men  who  have  loft  or  given  up  their  own  libcrtie?,  and 
envy  thofe  who  enjoy  liberty  ;  who  are  equally  IndifRrcnt  ij-  the 
glory  of  a  George  or  a  Lewis  ;  who  for  the  addition  oi  one  pcny 
a  day  to  their  wagcsjwould  dcfert  from  theC  hriftian  crofs,  and  ughc 
under  the  crefcent  of  the  Tuikiili  Sultan  ;  from  fuch  men  as  thcfi-, 
what  has  not  a  (late  to  fear  ^  With   fuch  as    theft',    ufurping  CxUc 

['  pafs'd  the  Rubicon  ;  with  fuch  as  thefe  he  humbled  mighty  Rome, 

G  and 
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and  forc'd  the  raiftrefs  of  the  world  to  own  a  mafter  in  a  traitor* 
Thefe  are  the  men  whom  fcepter'd  robbers  now  employ  to  frujflraie 
the  defigns  of  God,  and  render  vain  the  bounties  which  his  gracious 
hand  pours  indifcriminately  upon  his  creatures.  By  thefe  the  mifer- 
able  flaves  in  Turkey,  Perfia,  and  many  other  extenfive  countries, 
are  renderd  truly  wretched,  though  their  air  is  falubrious,  and  their 
foil  luxurioufly  fertile. — By  thefe  France  and  Spain,  tho'  bleffed  by 
nature  with  all  that  adminifters  to  the  convenience  of  life,  have  been 
reduc'd  to  that  contemptible  ftate  in  which   they  now  appear  ;   and 

by  thefe  Britain But  if  I  was  poflefs'd  of  the  gift  of 

prophecy,  I  dare  not,  except  by  divine  command,  unfold  the  leaveJ 
en  which  the  deftiny  of  that  once  powerful  kingdom  is  infcrib'd. 

But  fince  (landing  armies  are  fo  hurtful  to  a  ftate,  perhaps,  my 
countrymen  may  demand  fome  fubftitute,  fome  other  means  of  ren- 
dering us  fecure  againfl:  the  incurfions  of  a  foreign  enemy.  But  can 
you  be  one  moment  at  a  lofs  ?  Will  not  a  ivell  difciplin  d  militia 
afford  you  ample  fccurity  againft  foreign  foes  ?  We  want  not  cou- 
rage ;  it  is  difcipline  alone  in  which  we  are  exceeded  by  ths  mod 
formidable  troops  that  ever  trod  the  earth.  Surely  our  hearts  flutter 
no  more  at  the  found  of  war,  than  did  thofe  of  the  immortal  band 
of  Perfia,  the  Macedonian  Phalanx,  the  invincible  Roman  Legions, 
the  Turkifli  JaniiTaries,  the  Gens  des  Armes  of  France,  or  the  ivell 
known  Grenadiers  of  Britain.  A  well  difciplin'd  militia  is  a  h^e,  an 
honourable  guard  to  a  community  like  this,  whofe  inhabitants  are 
by  nature  brave,  and  are  laudably  tenacious  of  that  freedom  in  which 
they  were  born.     From  a  well  regulated  militia  we  have  nothing  to 

fear  ; 
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fear  j  their  intereft   is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  flate.     When   a 
country  is  invaded,  the  miruia  are  ready  to  appear  in  it's  defence  ; 
•    they  march  into  the  field  with  that  fortitude   which  a  confcioufnefs 
of  the  juftice  of  their  caufe  infpires  ;  they  do  not  jeopard  their  lives 
for  a  mafter  who  confiders  them  only  as  the  inftruraents  of  his  am- 
bition, and  whom  they  regard  only  as  the  daily  difpenfer  of  the 
fcanty  pittance  of  bread  and  water.  No,  they  fight  for  their  houfes, 
their  lands,   for  their  wives,   their  children,  for  all  who  claim  the 
tendereft  names,  and  are  held  deareft  in  their  hearts,  they  fight  pro 
arts  6'focis,  for  their  liberty,  and  for  themfelv€s,and  for  theirGod. 
And  let  it  not  offend  if  1  fay,  that  no  militia  ever  appeared  in  more 
flourifhing  condition,than  that  of  this  province  now  doth  ;   and  par- 
don  me  if  I  fay,— of  this  town  in  particular.— I  mean  not  to  boaft  ; 
I  would  not  excite  envy,  but  manly  emulation.     We  have  all  one 
common  caufe ;  let  it  therefore  be  our  only  conteft,  who  fliali  moft 
contribute  to  the  fecurity  of  the  liberties  of  America.     And  may 
the  fame  kind  providence  which  has  watched  over  this  country  from 
her  infant  ftate,  ftill  enable  us  to  defeat  our  enemies.     I  cannot  here 
forbear  noticing  the  fignal  manner  in  which  thedefigns  of  thofe  who 
wifli  not  well   to    us   have  been  difcovered.     The  dark  deeds  of  a 
treacherous  Cabal,  have  been  brought  to  publick  view.     You  now 
know  the  ferpents  who,whilft  cherifiied  in  your  bofoms,were  darting 
their  invenom'd  flings  into  the  vitals  of  the  conftitution.     But  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People  have  fixed  a  mark  on  thofe  ungrateful 
monfters,  which,  though  it  may  not  make  them  fo  fecure  as  Cain  of 
old,  yet  renders  them  at  leafl  ?.s  infamous.     Indeed  it  would  be  af- 
frontive  to  the  tutelar  deity  of  this  country  ever  to  defpair  of  faving 

it  from  all  the  fnares  which  human  policy  can  lay. 

True 
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True  it  is,  that  the  Britifh  miniftry  have  annexed  a  falary  to  the 
oiHce  of  the  Governor  of  this  province,  to  be  paid  out  of  a  revenue 
raifed  in  America  without  our  confent.     They  have   attempted    to  ^ 
render  our  Courts  of  Juftice  the  inftruments  of  extending  the   au- 
thority of  afbs  of  the  Britifh  parliament  over  this  colony,  by  making 
the  Judges  dependent  dn  the  Britifh  adminiftration  for  their  fupport. 
But  this  people  will  never  be  enflaved   with   their  eyes  open.     The 
moment  they  knew  that  the  Governor  was  not  fuch  a  Governor  as 
the  charter  of  the  province  points  out,  he  lofl  his  power  of  hurting 
them.     They  were  alarmed  ;  they  fufpe^ted  him,  have  guarded    a- 
gainft  him,  and  he  has  found  that  a  wife  and  a  brave  people,  when 
they  know  their  danger,  are  fruitful  in  expedients  to  efcape  it.        / 

The  Courts  of  Judicature  alfo  fo  far  loft  their  dignity  by  being 
fuppofed  to  be  under  an  undue  influence,  that  our  Rpprefentatives 
thought  it  abfolutely  necefTary  to  Refolve,.  that  they  were  bound  to 
declare  that  they  would  not  receive  any  other  falary  befldes  that 
yvhich  the  General  Court  fhould  grant  them  ;  and  if  they  did  not 
make  this  declaration,  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to 
Impeach  them. 

Great  cxpeftaiicns  were  alfo  formed  from  the  artful  fcheme  of 
allovAing  theEaft-India  company  lO  export  Tea  to  America  upon  their 
own  account.  This  certainly,  had  it  fucccedei-l,  would  have  cfTcfled 
the  purpofe  of  the  contrivers,  and  gratified  the  mcft  fanguine  wiflics 
of  cur  auveifiiicf.     We  foon   fhou'd  have  found  our  trade  in  the 

hands 
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feands  of  foreigners,  and  taxes  impofed  on  every  thing  v;hkU  we 
confumed  ;  nor  would  it  have  been  fVrange,  if  in  a  few  years  a 
company  in  London  fhould  have  pifrchafed  an  exclufive  right  of 
trading  to  America. — But  their  plot  was  foon  difcovered. — The  peo- 
ple foon  were  aware  of  the  poifon  which  with  fo  much  craft  and 
fubtilty  had  been  concealed  :  Lofs  and  difgrace  enfued:  and  perhaps 
this  long- concerted,  mafter-piece  of  policy,  may  iffue  in  the  total 
difufe  of  TEA  in  this  country,  which  will  eventually  be  the  favjng 
of  the  lives  and  the  eftates  of  ihoufands  ——-Yet  while  we  rejoice 
that  the  adverfary  has  not  hitherto  prevailed  againfl:  us,  let  us  by  no 
means  j^ut  off  the  harnefs.  Reftlcfs  nialicej  and  difappoinred  ambi* 
lion  will  ftill  fugged  new  meafuresto  our  Invcternte  enemies. — There* 
fore  let  Us  alfo  be  ready  to  take  the  field  whenever  danger  calls,  let 
us  be  united  and-'flrengthen  the  hands  of  each  other,  by  promoting  a 
general  union  among  us. — Much  has  been  done  by  the  Committtees 
of  Correfpondence  for  this  and  the  other  towns  of  this  province  to- 
wards uniting  the  inhabitants  ;  let  them  filll  go  on  and  profper. 
Much  has  been  done  by  the  Committees  of  Correfpondence  for  the 
Houfes  of  AfTembly  in  this  and  oar  Sifter  Colonies,for  uniting  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  wholeContintnt  for  the  fecurity  of  their  common 
intereft.  May  fuccefs  ever  attend  their  generous  endeavours.  But 
permit  me 'here  to  fuggeft  a  general  Congrefs  of  Deputies  from  the 
feveral  HoufeiTof  Aflembly  on  the  Continent,  as  the  moft  eifedual 
method  of  eftablifliing  fuch  an  Union  a§  the  prefent  pofture  of  our 
affairs  requires.  At  fach  a  Congrefs,  a  firm  foundation  may  be  laid 
for  the  fecurity  of  our  Rights  and  Liberties ;  a  fyftem  may  be  form- 
ed for  our  eomnjon  fafety,  by  a  ftri<5l  adherence  to  which  wc  fhall 

D  be 
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be  able  to  fruftrate  any  attempts  to  overthrow  our  conftltution  ; 
reflore  peace  and  harmony  to  An:ierica,  and  fecure  honpr  and  wealth 
to  Great-Britain,  even  againft  the  inclinations  of  her  miniftersjwhofe 
duty  it  is  to  ftudy  her  welfare;  an4  we  (hall  alfo  free  ourfelves 
from  thofe  unmannerly  pillagers  who  impudently  tell  us,  that  they 
are  licenced  by  an  aft  of  the  Britifh  parliament  to  thruft  their  dirty 
hands  into  the  pockets  of  every  American.  But  I  truft,  the  happy 
time  will  come,  when  wi,th  the  befom  of.deftru^tion,  thefe  ijojsiipus 
vermin  will  be  fwept  fpr  ever  from  the  ftrepts  of  ^pftp^. 

Surely  you  never  will  tamely  fufTer  this  country  to  be 
a  ,  den  of  thieves.  Remember,  my  friends,  from  whom  you- 
fprang— Let  not  a  meannpfs  of  fpirit,  unknown  to  thole  whom  you 
boaftof  as  your  Fathers,  excite  a  thought  to  the  dafhonour  of  your 
mothers.  I  conjure  you  by  all  that  is  dear,  by  all  that  is  honoura- 
ble, by  all  that  is  facred,  not  only  that  ye  pray,  but  that  you  aft  ; 
that,  if  neceiTary,  ye  fight,  and  even  die  for  the  profpcrity  of  our 
Jerufalem.  Break  in  funder,  with  noble  difdain,  the  bonds  with 
which  the  Philiftlncs  have  bound  you.  Suffer  not  yourfelves  to  be 
betrayed  by  the  foft  arts  of  luxury  and  effeminacy,  into  the  Pit  dig- 
ged for  your  deftruftion.  Defpife  the  glare  of  wealth.  That  peo- 
ple who  pay  greater  refpeft  to  a  wealthy  villain, than  to  an  honefl  up- 
right man  in  poverty,  almoft  deferve  to  be  enflaved  ;  they  plainly 
fhew  that  wealth,  however  it  may  be  acquired,  is  in  their  cfteem,  tp 
be  prefcrr'd  to  virtue. 


But 
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But  I  thank  God,  that  America  abounds  in  men  who  are  fupe- 
.rior  to  all  temptation,  whom  nothing  can  divert  from  a  fteady  pur- 
iuit  of  the  intereft  of  their  country  ;  who  arc  at  once  it's  ornament 
and  Xafe-guard.     And  fure  I  am,  I  Ihould  not    incur   your  dlfplea- 
fare,  if  I  paid  a  refpefl  fo  juftly  due  to    their  much  honoured  cha- 
rafters  in  this  public  place  ;  but  when  I  naipe  an  ADAMS,  fuch  a 
nvtne:rpus  hoft  of  Fellow- patriots   rufli  upon  my  mind,    that   I  fear 
it  would  take  up  too  pauqh  of  your  time,  ftiould  I  attempt    to  call 
over  the  ilJuftrious  roll:  But  your  grateful  hearts  will  point  you  to  the 
men;  and  their  revered  names,  in  all  fuceeeding  times,  (hail  grace  the 
anraals  of  America.     From  theip,Jet  us,  my  frjends,  take  example  i 
from  them  let  us  catch   the  divine  cnthufiaGn  ;  and   feel,  each  for 
himfelf,  the  God-like  pleafure  of  difFufing  happinefs  on  all  around 
us  ;  of  delivering  the  opprefTed  from  the  iron  grafp  of  tyranny  ;  of 
changing  the  hoarfe  complaints  and  bitter  moans  of  wretched ^flaves, 
into  thofe  cheerful  fongs,  which  freedom  and  contentment  muft  in- 
fpire.    There  is  a  heart-felt  fatisfa<5lion  in  refle(5ling  on  our  exertions 
for  the  public  weal,   which  all  the  fufferings  an  enraged  tyrant  can 
inflift,  will  never  take  away  ;  which   the  ingratitude  and  reproaches 
of  thofe  whom  we  have  fav'd  from  ruin  cannot  rob  us  of.    The  vir- 
tuous aflertor   of  the  Rights  of  mankind,  merits  a  reward,  which 
even  a  wa«t  of  fucccfs  in  his  endeavours   to  fave   his  country,   the 
heavieft  misfortune  which  can  befall  a  genuine  Patriot,  canoot  en- 
tirely prevent  him  from  receiving. 


iHiVE 
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1  HAVE  theffioft  animating  confidence  that   the   prefent  noble 
iftruggle  for  liberty,   will  terminate  glorioufly    for  America.     And 
let  us  play  the  man  for  our  God,  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God  | 
while  we  are  ufing  the  means  in  our  power,    let  us  humbly  com-  •■ 
mit  our  righteous  caufe  to  the  great  Lord  of  the  univerfe,who  lovetb 
righteoufnefs  and  hateth  iniquity.— And  having  fecured  the  appro- 
bation of  our  hearts,  by  a  faithful  and  unwearied  difcharge   of  our  ' 
duty  to  our  country,  let  us  joyfully  leave  her  important  concerns  in. 
the  hands  of  Him  who  raifcth  up  and  putteth  dow-n  the  empires  and 
kingdoms    of    the  world  as    He    pleafcs  ;    and  with    cheerful 
fubmiffion  to  His  fovcreign  will,  devoutly  (ay, 

"  Although  the  Fig-Tree  Jhall  n»t  Blojfom,  neither  Jhall  Fruit  be  in 
"  the  Vines  ;  the  Labour  of  the  Olive  Jhall  fail^  and  the  Fields 
"  Jhall  yield  no  Meat  •,  the  Flack  Jhall  be  cut  off  from  the  Fold, 
"  and  there  Jhall  be  no  Herd  in  the  Stalls  :  Yet  ive  will  rejoice  in  }■ 
*'  the  LORDy  ive  "will  joy  in  the  GOD  of  our  Salvation" 
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